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had now gone too far to be long delayed by any
influence. All sorts of stories had long been in
circulation about William IV., about his unmanage-
able character as a naval officer, about his fluctuations
in opinion, his love affairs, and his occasional eccen-
tricity of conduct ; but the more philosophical
observers consoled themselves with the thought that
he was probably less obstinate than George III., and
was certainly less immoral than George IV. He
had, at all events, one great recommendation to the
bulk of his subjects, and that was found in the fact
that he was the Sailor King. Therefore, it is only
fair to say that the new king started with every
prospect of a reasonable chance to succeed in the
work of government. But the impulse towards
reform had been immensely accelerated by the
Three Days of July, as they were called, the three
days which made a second revolution in France.
When the news of that revolution was brought to
Sir Robert Peel, who was then sitting in the House
of Commons, his comment on it was that that was
just what must come of an attempt to govern on too
narrow a constitutional basis. The English people
saw this distinctly ; they saw that Paris had gone
into revolt because Charles X. endeavoured to govern
the country by himself, and by his Ministers, without
any regard for the sentiments and the wishes of the
vast majority of his people. They knew that he had
endeavoured to maintain his rule by the suppression
of political criticism and the freedom of speech ; they
knew, too, that one of his offences in the eyes of the
French people had been his supposed deference to